
Testimony of the Hawaii Medical Board 
 

Before the  
House Committee on Finance  
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 

1:30 p.m. 
Via Videoconference 

 
On the following measure: 

S.B. 970, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, RELATING TO TELEHEATH 
 
Chair Luke and Members of the Committees: 

 My name is Ahlani Quiogue, and I am the Executive Officer of the Hawaii Medical 

(Board). The Board supports this bill. 

 The purpose of this bill is to authorize the establishment of a physician-patient 

relationship via a telehealth interaction if the physician is licensed to practice medicine 

in the State. 

 The Board supports this bill because it recognizes that telehealth is: (1) essential 

to patient care and access to care, both during and outside of a pandemic, to diagnose, 

treat, and monitor illness; and (2) is a safe mechanism to provide care. 

Lastly, the Board appreciates the efforts of the Healthcare Association of Hawaii 

to clarify the language in Hawaii Revised Statutes section 453-1.3, to make clear that a 

physician-patient relationship may be established via telehealth by a physician licensed 

to practice medicine in Hawaii.     

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 



https://www.oha.org/health
https://www.oha.org/health
https://www2.jabsom.hawaii.edu/native/docs/community/DNHH_Asssessment&Priorities_Report_2013.pdf
https://www2.jabsom.hawaii.edu/native/docs/community/DNHH_Asssessment&Priorities_Report_2013.pdf
https://www2.jabsom.hawaii.edu/native/docs/community/DNHH_Asssessment&Priorities_Report_2013.pdf
https://www2.jabsom.hawaii.edu/native/docs/community/DNHH_Asssessment&Priorities_Report_2013.pdf




SB-970-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/29/2021 12:45:46 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/31/2021 1:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laurie Field 
Planned Parenthood 
Votes Northwest and 

Hawaii 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii supports SB 970, SD2, HD1. Thank 
you! 

 





2 
 

seeking care or follow-up after a doctor's appointment or hospitalization.  Being able to 
provide telehealth services at community health centers or in the home has tremendous 
potential for improving the health of patients, their families, as well as providing cost-
savings to the entire health system by avoiding emergency department or 
hospitalization costs. 
 
With the increase in the demand for and use of telehealth to diagnose, treat, and 
monitor illness, this measure greatly improves the understanding of the doctor-patient 
relationship when telehealth is utilized. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in strong support of this measure.  
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the inconvenience and expense of travel, especially for those specialties with significant provider 

shortages.   

 

We would request adding an effective date on page 3, line 5 to read July 1, 2021. Mahalo for 

the opportunity to testify on this important measure. 
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lynne matusow Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

If the pandemic has taught us anything, it is we need telemedicine. Last year I used it 
twice, in instances where I could not meet in person with my doctor. 
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Sam Tanigawa Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please support this bill that would allow patients to have initial visits with health care 
professionals via telehealth.  This would make ensure ease of access to health care for 
rural communities, people with disabilities, and people with limited access to 
transportation.  It's important now more than ever to remove barriers in the way of 
people accessing quality healthcare.   
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